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Why were the 1890's called the “gay nineties”? 
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Answered Sep 7, 2019 


The term “Gay Nineties” refers to the 1890s, when (supposedly) life was simpler and 
more fun ("gay"). The word “gay” in “Gay Nineties” did not mean “homosexual,” 
although that meaning was sometimes applied in the 1990s. 


R. V. (Richard Vincent) Culter drew illustrations titled “The Gay Nineties” that were 
printed in Ogden (UT) Standard-Examiner and other newspapers on April 1, 1923. 
Culter then published a “Gay Nineties” series of illustrations for the New York City 
humor magazine Life from April 9, 1925 until March 22, 1928. Culter’s book, The Gay 
Nineties; A Book of Drawings (1927) contained some of these illustrations. 


A New York City speakeasy and restaurant called “Bill's Gay Nineties” opened in 1924 
at 57 East 54th Street. The name was changed in the 2000s to ‘Bill’s.” 


Gay Nineties (1890s) £ 


Newspapers.com Œ 

1 April 1923, Ogden (UT) Standard-Examiner, magazine sec., pg. 7, col. 2: 
AMONG US MORTALS 

THE GAY NINETIES 

BY RICHARD VINCENT CULTER 


15 September 1923, The Louisiana Planter and Sugar Manufacturer (New Orleans, LA), 
“News-Pictures” by David D. Cooke, pg. 313, col. 1: 

THE fag end of the “gay nineties” introduced news photography as an everyday 
newspaper attraction. 


9 April 1925, Life (New York, NY), pg. 7, col. 1 illustration caption: 
THE GAY NINETIES 


28 June 1925, Denver (CO) Post, pg. 17, right masthead: 
FROM THE GAY NINETIES. 

“Where shall we go on our wedding trips—Niagara Falls? 
“No, I've been there.” 

“Why, | didn’t know you'd been married before!”—Life. 


OCLC WorldCat record @ 

The gay nineties; a book of drawings, 

Author: R V Culter 

Publisher: Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, Page & Company, 1927. 
Edition/Format: Print book : English 
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t Neil Anderson, Hate Crime officer for 6 years, writer and trainer on Q 
LGBTQI awareness 
Answered Dec 29, 2017 


Related What were gay bars called before the word “gay” meant 


“homosexual” (eg. in the 1950s)? 


What were gay bars called before the word "gay" meant “homosexual” (eg. in 
the 1950s)? 


The thing to remember here is that in the 1950s the problem wasn't that 
homosexuality wasn’t accepted; but that it was illegal. So, although there were bars 
known to be places were men met men, they weren't referred to as such. 


Being arrested in the UK for homosexuality would result in a prison sentence, dismissal 
from your job, and rejection by your family and friends. Many did not differentiate 
between being gay and being a paedophile. Some today still don’t. 


The word gay was used since at least the 1930s to mean homosexual, but it certainly 
wasn't common. It comes up in the film Bringing Up Baby (1938). 
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Gay men developed an intricate language of phrases and slang, known as Polari, to 
talk about sex without being spotted. However, as far as | know there was no word for 
a gay friendly pub. 


The gay scene existed, but was an underground affair, full of secrecy and danger. It 
was occasionally referred to as the “lavender scene”. For most people the terms queer, 
fairy and poof were used at this time. 


Strangely in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries there seems to have 
been more gay pubs in London than in the 1950s. These are often referred to as 
“Molly Houses” and were somewhere between a gay pub, a dark room (place where 
men go have sex inside a building) and a brothel. The term molly house is as near to 
an answer to this question as | can get, although it’s much earlier. 
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21 comments from James Finn and more 


© Adam Reisman, B.A. in Linguistics, University of Southern California Q 
Answered Nov 28 


Related What was so “gay” about the gay nineties? 
What was so "gay" about the gay nineties? 


This refers to the 1890s. You have to understand that in the 19th century, the word 
gay was just starting to refer to a feeling of light joy or gladness. 








This was a shift from its sexual meaning, which started in the 1600s and continued into 
the 1700s, when the word gay referred to a womanizing man, or a female prostitute. 





In fact, in the 1890s, the term was used in the UK (particularly in Scotland) to describe 
a man who was a “drifter” and offered sexual services to women. 
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Toward the turn of the 20th century, it referred to a young male traveler who was in 
the company of an older man, Which, although not intended as a sexual relationship, 
might be the origin of the modern meaning. 
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1 comment from Mark Mostow 


Bg Erica Friedman, Lesbian icon Q 
Updated Dec 24, 2016 


Related What was it like to be gay in the 90s? 
Originally Answered: What was like to be gay in the 90s? 


It was...oddly not really “like” anything. The Reagan administration had villified sex, 
drugs and rock and roll and left people with money as the only approved vice. My 
generation heeded the advice and stopped partying before it even started. But we 
didn't want to live in the closet, either. Gay pride parades were popping up 
everywhere and LGBTQ orgs weren't just for condoms and we started to imagine that 
we'd live long lives and we needed to do something. Companies started to look at us 
DINKs (Double Income No Kids) as a market. 


In 1993, | marched in the NYC Pride Parade with Gay Games, which was happening in 
New York the next summer. (It started life as the Gay Olympics, but predictably IOC 
threatened to sue, so Gay Games it was.) 


My months volunteering with Gay Games were amazing and surreal and wonderful. | 
helped at at fundraisers and met tons of gay women and men in a completely non- 
bar, non-club, non-sexual setting. All of us talking about sports and where we were 
from and omg, gay hockey team squee! | helped out with the martial arts venue, 
which was stunning. | learned there was a whole LGBTQ martial arts league in Europe. | 
met tons of highly ranked women and just reveled in their skill. 


So there was hope, leavened with the fact that we knew plenty of people still wanted 
us dead and were thrilled to let AIDS kill people. And we had a President who 
acknowledged we existed, so again...hope. Then DOMA, which we ended up with to 
head off a Constitutional amendment and we got - again - angry. Jesus fucking christ 
you straight people never learn, was the overwhelming feeling. Just fucking leave us 
the fuck alone and that'll be that, but no, you gotta keep poking the bear. Morons. 


And that energy just burned and burned and burned and burned until we not only got 
AIDs treatments that worked - (HIV vaccines coming soon) - DOMA overturned, we 
got the right to marry. 20 years later, we shoved that particular bit of bullshit up the 
noses of the dickweeds that created it in the first place. 


20 years ago, gawd. | got plenty of protesting yet to do and I'll look forward to the 
day when the newest bits of bullshit, that attack children and transpeople get their 
bits of vileness shoved up their butts. 
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2 comments from Kosta and more 


Q Sam Sure, Mature Bachelor who lived in Europe and the US Q 


Updated Jul 16, 2020 - Upvoted by Perry White, M.A. History & Canadian Studies, 
York University (1999) 


Related What was it like to be gay in the 19th century? 


It's hard to know for most places for lack of representative reports. For the vast 
majority of people, in most countries, the only ones who knew were homosexuals; it 
wasn't named, considered a social phenomenon and didn't impede the relationships 
and networks needed before the Nation State became involved in most of Man’s 
affairs. With only hints from written accounts, it seems that until mass media, 
newspapers, widespread literacy, the debunked bizarre ideas of Sigmund Freud (where 
"repressed homosexuality” was the root of most mental ailments!) not only gained 
traction but brought into public awareness a mode of behavior given a label upon 
which to hang stigmatization. Never mind that men often were alone for weeks on 
end, with only their own company, but that there was no fire and brimstone campaign 
to marginalize them. Few would be called “homosexual” or “gay” as that vocabulary 
didn't exist! 


Perhaps, the most explicit accounts come from France; for gay men, it varied 
greatly by wealth, social status, location. It was great for some and depressing 
for others, and everything in between (like today). | don't know about lesbians’ 
lifestyle then, but it has never been taboo for two single women to share living 
quarters so | assumed that such lives were “hiding in plain sight”. (I hope others can 
share history for Berlin, London and other cities/nations.) 








Until the Oscar Wilde trial in 1895 and the media interest in Sigmund Freud, 
society in general didn't have any public discourse or even concept of what it 
meant to be homosexual. Gay men largely were unnoticed as “confirmed bachelors” 
or may have gotten married to women when marriage was more about finances, 
family expectations and alliances. In France, married men of some wealth often had a 
“garconniére”, a lodging where one kept a mistress (or lover), but always returned to 
their wives. If there was any travel, it took men away for days or weeks, affording 
ample opportunity for dalliances or parallel relationships. 


In the absence of ubiquitous homophobic propaganda, men were less repressed 
about physical closeness between them and sexuality in many societies than 
today. 


e The Wild West US frontier of 19th Century - no female company for 
months on end. In the western edges of the US, the first waves of explorers 
and immigrants were predominantly male, spending months working or 
traveling without female company. 


© For those who could afford it, a trip to the local photographer 
indicated that physical displays between men (most probably NOT 
homosexual) i.e. “bromance” was common and not associated with 
homosexuality as it is today. 


o Lacking in central heating, adequate bedclothes and space, men slept 
together, as even Abraham Lincoln indicated. 


o There were even all male parties, some photographed, that are 
usually misinterpreted by modern day viewers as “gay parties”; they 
were not. 


e There were a lot of poor, desperate people who put morality to one side 
in the quest for survival. Poor infrastructure, economic strife, war and 
undeveloped public health meant that one died young in the 19th Century, 
where social nets were only beginning to emerge. Life expectancy is an 
overall gauge of economic and infrastructure development. Life expectancy 
vacillated between 35-50 years in 19th Century Europe. The desperation of 
people has led to conjecture that as many as 5% of the female population in 
large cities engaged in remunerated sexual activity i.e. at least 10% of female 
adults! | suspect that adult males were also made various propositions of 
which they availed themselves out of a need for money. Below is a graph of 
Life expectancy (years) by year, for 6 European nations. 
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e Travel meant long absences. A trip in Europe of a hundred miles took a day 
by horse-drawn coach. Even the advent of trains mean long trips; a color 
coded map of isochrones of an hour of the most rapid form of travel in 1882 
France shows that it took a full 14 hours of travel (probably over two or three 
days) to go from Paris to Grenoble (ski country), and 9 hours to Bordeaux 
(spread out over two days); today the LGV train from Paris to Bordeaux takes, 
at best, 2 hours. 


TRAIN LA CARTE DES TEMPS DE PARCOURS EN... 1882 


Les temps les plus courts pour rallier Paris aux villes françaises, par les chemins de fer, 
selon la «carte des communications rapides en 1882». 





Source: E. Martin, carte des communications rapides - 1882 VISACTUA 


A trip to the Americas was a two to three week undertaking. 
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e There are several accounts of prominent men who openly described 
their physical closeness with men (President Lincoln, Walt Whitman etc. But 
Were They Gay? The Mystery of Same-Sex Love in the 19th Century &) but 
those accounts were not interpreted as “homosexual”. There was no central 
heating in 19th Century rural USA and sharing a bed was almost an 
existential necessity to keep from freezing in winter. 


e The most famous account of a sexual life in the 19th Century was the 
very explicit “My Secret Life” by Anonymous, an Englishman, “Walter”. An 
uncommonly open-minded man with a voracious sexual appetite mainly with 
prostitutes, he describes in depth his dalliances with another man, first 
together with a woman and then separately. My Secret Life (memoir) - 
Wikipedia 7% 


o So, if one was of means, | suspect that one came to an arrangement, 
consciously or not, with marriage to a woman. 


o Asin prisons, some men on the frontier or at sea spent weeks or 
months without any sexual outlet other than with one another 
(Brokeback Mountain!) but reverted to straight sex once they reached 
a port or town with prostitutes or libertine meeting places. 


o For the majority of gay men, who were not of means, it would have 
been difficult to have sustained gay relationships when marriage was 
expected from a young age, unless they lived in isolation. 


o If one had a manner of dress or behavior that stood out (like a 
“flaming queen”), the only option was to move to the very few large 
cities where there were underground venues. 


Paris, the most prominent 19th Century city, was a refuge for sexual freedom, 
both straight and gay. Many with the means moved to France where there was, and 
is, a “live and let live but don’t talk about it” attitude. 


e For the well-to-do in Paris, brothels (“maisons closes”) were part of everyday 
life. In the era before mass media, men were more open to sex 
“experimentation” than today. (The translation shows a degree of inventive 
kinkiness I've never encountered or read of beforehand in my life!) 


Price-list at a French bordello (with reference to “tres demandé” nether region 
stimulation); one franc was roughly a laborer’s day wage in about 1850-1890: 





e Testament to gay immigration, the homosexual population was estimated as 
high as 11% of the population in the 9th ward of Paris, and gay gathering 
places were known to the “morality police”. Here are some eye-opening 
maps from public archive data: 


Map showing open air cruising zones in Paris in the late 19th Century: 


Carte N° 2: BOIS, JARDINS ET PARCS : 1870-1918 
principaux lieux de plein air fréquentés par les homosexuels, 


Carte réalisée en prenant tous les bois, jardins ct parcs cités dans les APP comme étant fréquentés de maniére 
récurrente par des homosexuels, d'après les sérics BA 1690, BB6, BMI ct BM2, DA 221 ct DA 230, sur la 
période 1870-1918, 





Map showing very high density of gay establishments at the turn of the 19th and 20th 
Century in Paris - more than today! 


CARTE N° 3: LIEUX COMMERCIAUX HOMOSEXUELS : 1870-1918 
nombre d’établissements par arrondissements, 
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Seine (hors Paris intra-muros) 


Banlieue : 
l 
Seme-et-Oise 


Statistiques réalisées 4 partir de toutes les adresses d'établissements signalés comme étant fréquentés, 
entièrement ou cn partic, par des homoscxucls, dans les APP sur la période 1870-1918, d'après les sérics 
BA1690, BM1 et BM2, DAL38S, DA230, DB415. 
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4 comments from Pedro Figueira and more 


Q Anonymous 
Answered Nov 12, 2019 

Related For gay people, when did you find out that you are gay? 
Originally Answered: How did you know you were gay for sure? 
Well, throughout my whole career of school | never was really attracted to girls, and 
just thought none of them were pretty. Then | got to middle school, and | started to 
learn about the different sexualities, and realized that | really want to fuck or get 
fucked by guys, but | thought that was wrong (I wasn't raised Christian, | was raised 
atheist, but | was raised in the Bible Belt.) so | shrugged it off, but | got worse so | just 
thought | was bi, then | got a girl friend, me and her were really good friends, so | 
thought it'd make sense, but me and her never clicked, and neither did any other of 
the women | dated in middle school. Now my wanting to be fucked by or fuck men 
wasn't really impulsive, it was people that | knew, knew well, good friends of mine. 
Well anyways | was nearing the end of middle school and it was time to sign up for 
what classes to do in high school, | was in band and | enjoyed it, and | enjoy watching 
marching bands, so | joined the marching band. So there was this informational night 
where all of us that signed up to be in the marching band met the members of the 
marching band that we'll be with in the new season. There was this one guy in my 
section, he had good looks | thought at first, and then as the night went on his 
charming personality swept me away. So we do marching band training over the 
summer, and | become really good friends with him (we're going to call him B from 
now on to for the sake of readability), and my attraction gets stronger and stronger. 
After training over the summer we would see each other every two days of the week 
we would have practice, and we would talk before and after practice and | became 
friends with his girlfriend | went on with life, and then | suffered an injury, | fell and 
tore up my ankle badly, | had to have someone carry me to a band director it was so 
bad and someone got my instrument, and there were things falling out of my pockets, 
and off my instrument, it was rough. Anyways the day after | was talking about how | 
lost my mouthpiece to my instrument when | fell, B said he’d go look for it, anyways 
we didn’t talk for a couple days, and then the band director asks me to ask him if he 
had found it. B said yeah, and how the fence to the field was locked and how he had 
to jump the fence. Anyways later that day he gave me my mouthpiece back and life 
was fine, whatever. But he would continue to help me and support me through my 
time of being injured and it really got me attracted to him. Finally | got off of injury, 
and went to an away football game in the pep band, and | was talking to one of my 
friends (We're going to call him G) about how | had a crush on B and that | really 
wanted to ask him out, and we arranged for me to ask him out after we got back to 
the school. Anyways the football game ends | sit behind B on the bus, because he’s 
sitting with his girlfriend, but me and B talk all the way to the school. We get to the 
school we put our instruments up, and | asked to see B in the hallway with G. | stare 
into B's eyes and G steps in and says that | need to talk to B. B says what about, | spit 
out some gibberish. 


G then says “you know how you feel about your girlfriend B?” 
B says “Yeah why?” 

G, “Well that’s how V (ME) feels” 

B, “Awwww V do you have a crush on someone?” 

Me, somehow mustering up a responce just says “Ye-ye-yeah” 
G, then reply's to B “That crush is you...” 


B stares at me and then G, and then we stand there for a moment while B thinks about 
what just happened, we just start about talking, then B's girlfriend comes over and G 
has to leave. Me, B and his GF leave at the same time, | walk over to my car and next 
thing | know B screams “Hey wait!” 


| look back at him he runs up to me 
B, “So you're gay?” 
Me: “Mhmm”" 


B: “So you only like guys?” 
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B: “And you're into me?” 

Me: “Mhmmmm” 

B: “Awwwww" 

Me: *Slowly dies on the inside* 


B: “Well you're cute and if | didn’t have a girlfriend, | know where I'd be spending the 
night tonight.” Then continues to hug me, and runs away. 


| stand there for a moment and take in what the fuck just happened and go home. 
That same night | came out to my mother. Then the next week he became my 
boyfriend after he broke up with his girlfriend. He was a senior then and | was a 
freshmen, he graduated high school, my parents weren't too happy with me dating 
someone who wasn't even in high school, little long me dating him when he was a 
senior. Although despite mine and his parents’ views we've been together since then | 
was 14 and he was 18, l'm now 22 and he’s 26 and we get married next year. | couldn't 
be happier even if | tried! 
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Mark Grinstein-Camacho - 1y 
What a sweet story! 


2X 18 V7 Reply 000 


wo 


B LJ Sosa - ly 

| am gay and there was never really a time | didn't know. Obviously as a 
very young boy, | wasn't able to put a name to it. | just always knew | 
was “different” than other boys. Different than my dad. | was an 
unusually sexual kid. | was masturbating at 6. | enjoyed looking at other 
boys and I'd often think of them when | masturbated. | had my first 
experience with another boy at age 7. | showed him what | did and we 
did it together. We experimented from there. At 15, | developed a very 
close friendship with a 16 year old boy. | knew | had feelings for him and 
was definitely sexually attracted to him. He told me he was gay and that 
he liked me. | told him | was gay too but had never had sex. That night 
we did and it was amazing. He tried to put himself inside me but no way. 
He was huge. I've seen a lot of hard cocks since that time but none quite 
as large. | put myself in him and came in no time. We became lovers for 
almost two years. 


4> 21 V Reply 000 


Comment deleted - December 16 


®© Vernon Angerhofer - 10mo 
It is really nice that you found your soul mate. Wish you all the 
happiness in the world. 
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Ashley Sapp - 11mo 
| had to read the whole thing. Love it! Definitely a story to be shared! 


4 3 Vv Reply 000 





Q Dana Hutchinson Jagelski - 11mo 
What a beautiful and very romantic story! | wish you all the best in your 


future life together, and a very happy marriage. 
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© Christopher - 10mo 
beautiful. i'm sure you guys make a great couple. cool Romeo and Julius 
feel. 
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Gq Confused Capricorn - 10mo 

That's the most wholesome story | have ever heard. B is really lucky to 
have you, cause in that story | could feel how cute and sweet you are. Oh 
and G is a really good friend cause he basically was the one who... (more) 
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Noah - 10mo 

Well since this answer was 2 yrs ago then | hope you and B are happily 
married and living the good life, in a neighborhood where no one 
discriminates based on who you love. 
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Leo Ambrose - 8mo 
Great story well told. 


Congratulations on your relationship! 
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© Dana McClelland - 10mo 
Congratulations. | hope you have many, many happy years together 


42 Ù Reply 00 


Don Sterling - 8mo 
A very nice romantic story. But | don't understand why you posted 
anonymously. 
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OQ James Cracker - 11mo 


Omg what a drawn out boring yarn | couldn't force myself to finish 
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Barry Short - 10mo 

I'm sorry. I'm sure it was a great story, but all those single letters were 
confusing. | gave up trying to remember the characters half way 
through. 


41 Ù Reply 000 


Disgusting and has no relevance to the question. The story you just told 
amounted to a fantasy followed by rape. 

when he turned 18 he should have been arrested for sexual assault. Had 
you been a real girl the cops would have had your ass 


since the story is written anonymously we know it's B S 
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ey Frog Price - 9mo 
All the bullshit about who you DATED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL destroys your 
whole story. Calling bullshit from here. 
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2? Ke'Aun, African-American Cosmopolitan Q 
Updated Dec 20 - Upvoted by Willow Calrissian, lives in LGBTQ (2006-present) 


Related What is it like to be gay? 


The worst thing about being gay is dealing with homophobes. | would actually go so 
far as to say that homophobes are the only bad part of being gay. If you are 
surrounded by homophobes, then being gay is going to completely suck. 


If you are lucky enough to be in a position to control where you live and who you 
associate with, then being gay is pretty decent. l'm gay, have been in a relationship 
with another gay man for seven years now, and have lived in generally tolerant spaces. 
It's great. 


We share/steal clothes from each other all the time. We don't have the “gender norm” 
baggage that many straight couples do; there's no expectation that one of us will 
cook/clean and the other will work for a living, for example.* 


Other perks: zero risk of an accidental pregnancy. My fiance liked to make the joke 
that we couldn't “get drunk and accidentally sign adoption papers.” 


As a gay person you have a little more room to do things that society says that “men 
shouldn't do.” How far you want to take this depends on your comfort level, but at 
least in my adult life there's less pressure (not no pressure) for openly gay men to 
conform with masculine gender norms. But again, this depends on where you're living. 


My boyfriend is not comfortable with PDA. I’mm a little less cautious — but not 
incautious. And having to “come out” constantly can be annoying and stressful, 
because you can never know how someone will react. But on the whole I've been very 
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*In fact | once had a manager ask me “so who cooks between you and your boyfriend?” | 
said ‘depends on our mood, but usually we just go out.” She was surprised. 


| remember being taken slightly off guard by her question, and thought it was a 
roundabout way of asking “who wears the pants.” Then she told me that after she comes 
back from a long day of work, her husband still expects her to cook a good meal for him, 
and then | just felt bad for her lol. 
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96 comments from David and more 


Q Jeff Pellarin, Gay guy Q 


Answered Apr 7, 2016 


Related How were people of the LGBT community treated in the 90s? 


| think it depends on, where. 
In Canada: not terribly well. 


We did have, in the 90s, most of the legal benefits that one only gets by marriage 
(pension rights, inheritance, that sort of thing). But those were mostly technical things. 


A few more substantive "bright lights" did exist; in Toronto, gays have been allowed to 
adopt children since around 1995. But those exceptions were rare. 


We were mostly "tolerated". "Tolerate" is this thing you do when you are around 
something distasteful that you'd rather not have to deal with. Like the smell coming 
out of an airplane bathroom. You don't complain, because really, what can be done, 
but you don't like it. You tolerate it. 


For instance, in Toronto, in the early and mid 90s, | wouldn't feel comfortable walking 
down the street holding another man's hand. You had to have a coterie of gay 
tradesmen in the Rolodex, because you couldn't count on a straight plumber, house 
painter, whatever to show up (or return the next day) once he realized he was in a 
“gay house". 


| can remember a hotel refusing to rent me a hotel room in the very early 2000s (my 
now-husband and | were on vacation, and they had vacancy until they saw that we 
were both men, and then suddenly, "sorry, we're full"). That one really hurt, | recall. 


By the late 90s, change was afoot, and 2005 to 2010, change accelerated so fast it was 
shocking. What really surprised me is how much the court's gay marriage ruling 
helped. At the time, | thought it was important, but more symbolic; most gays had 
gotten used to just, cohabitation, as most couples do for a while anyway, except for 
us, it was a forever thing. As | said, we had all or most of the legal benefits of marriage 
due to some court wins in the 90s. 


But "gay marriage" just normalized us so much in peoples’ eyes, | cannot say enough. 
All of a sudden, we were relatable to everyone. We were just like them, in their eyes, 
for the first time. We got married, got houses in the suburbs, we were the couple in 
the grocery store, we were, just, normal. It really broadened acceptance to a degree 
that still surprises me. In a way, gay marriage rights had more impact on straight 
people's lives--in how it really changed their perception of us--than it did for gays 
(some would say we were largely unchanged--just living together with a piece of 
paper, instead of without). 


| do want to thank you for posing this question. Those dark days seemed so long ago, 
but really, it's been less than 10 years. It was important for me to be reminded that, 
no, most of the overwhelming acceptance | receive from my countrymen really is a 
recent thing. The darkness is never far off, | shouldn't be so complacent. 


3.8K views - View 18 upvotes - Answer requested by Chiara Campagnaro 


^8 VY GO A> ooo 


O Add a comment... Add Comment 


E) Kurt Kaletka, | follow every presidential, congressional and gubernatorial Q 
®” election in the US. 
Answered Jan 21, 2019 


Related Were any US presidents closeted gay? 
Originally Answered: Has there every been a secretly gay president? 


There's no irrefutable evidence of a president of the United States having been 


secretly gay. James Buchanan (1857-1861) had rumors flying about that he was having 
an affair with William Rufus King (D-AL), who had been a senator and later vice 
president under President Franklin Pierce (1853-1857). Andrew Jackson had been 
known to refer to King as “Miss Nancy”, alluding to an apparently effeminate manner. 
Buchanan got similar barbs, having been referred to as “Aunt Fancy” and other names 
suggesting homosexuality. Buchanan and King lived together for a number of years, 
which fueled the rumor. 


Buc... (more) 
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a Ara Sedaka, Queer, poly, ace Q 


Updated Dec 3, 2016 


Related Were there gay cavemen? 
Originally Answered: Were there gay cave men? 


It depends how you define “gay cave men.” 


If you mean “were there paleolithic humans that had sexual intercourse with same-sex 
partners"—yes, absolutely. To the best of our current anthropological knowledge, 
same-sex sexual activity is something that has always been common in the human 
species, just as it is Common among all the greater apes (and, for that matter, all 


mammals for which such studies have been performed). 





If you mean, “did the concept of sexual orientation exist in paleolithic cultures’—we 
have no way of knowing, but probably not. 
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®© Jonathan Graifer, B.A History, English Lit. History & English Literature, Q 
Hood College (2020) 
Answered Apr 8, 2021 


Related Are there any records of gay people in history? 


Plenty, and trans, intersex, and nonbinary people as well, both in history and in 
literature. The idea that “gender binary, heterosexul only, you are what your genitals 
say you are" is a very recent, and specifically very US/certain parts of Northern Europe 
one in the last few centuries. The last 200 in particular were FULL of straight-washing, 
for lack of a better, more general term for what was done. 


Ancient Greece considered homosexuality (specifically between men) to be *the* true 
form of romantic and erotic love, and of course there's the poetic works of Sappho 
which are 100% lesbian thirst and which the Victorians tied themselves in knots trying 
to explain as anything else. Multiple indigenous cultures around the world recognized 
at least three genders and intersex people before the Christians showed up and tried 
to eradicate those cultures. Even in medieval and renaissance Europe there's plenty of 
records of homosexuality. You just need to learn to recognize the euphemistic 
language. 


Oh hi Leonardo da Vinci, when did you get here? 


Thank God we are now moving beyond that nonsense, and can admit that Achilles 
was a twink and Patroclus was his lover, instead of sidestepping it and pretending they 
were cousins, TROY! 
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@ Jim Hutter, Frontman at The Molars (2016-present) Q 
Answered Oct 30, 2019 


Related Were The Beatles gay? 


Despite much evidence to the contrary, that seemed to be a question frequently asked 
by men of the “Greatest” Generation. 


American and British males born before 1930 often came up in very rough times. 
During hardships like The Great Depression and World War II, many had to be 
physically tough to survive. This toughness was often symbolized by playing sports or 
brawling. Sartorial affectations, such as fancy clothing or long hair, were seen as 
effeminate. A lack of proper education about sexuality made many of these older men 


automatically assume that non-violent and non-athletic males who donned longer 
hair and flashy clothing were somehow homosexual. 


This was merely a clash of generational values. By the 1970's, it was quite common for 
heterosexual males to have long hair, mod clothing, and minimal interest in violence. 
This did not make the younger generations weak, just products of their own time. 


History has shown that Lennon, McCartney, Harrison, and Starkey were very much 
heterosexual, often destroying their own marriages through philandering with other 
women. 
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© Adam Reisman, Two dads with two kids Q 
Answered May 19, 2019 


Related Why are there so many more gay people today then in the past? 
Originally Answered: Are there more gay people now than at other times in the past? 


Are there more gay people now than at other times in the past? 


Yes, simply because there are more people now than at other times in the past. Gay 
people tend to be somewhere between 3% and 8% of the population, and that 
number is pretty consistent across cultures and time. 


So as the population increases, the number of gay people increases, just as the 
number of straight people increases. But the percentage stays the same. 
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A) James Lee, former Engineer at Philadelphia School District Q 
Answered Jul 6, 2021 


Related Why was it called the "Gay" nineties and the “Roaring twentys and 
why no nicknames for other decades? 
The Sixties were called the swinging sixties, the eighties were called the me decade. 
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Balaji Viswanathan, got MS and MBA degrees in the USA Q 


Updated Jan 28, 2016 - Upvoted by James Curtis, studied History & Latin American 
Studies at University of Oregon 


Related Who was the all time best President of the United States of 
America? 
You either die a hero or live long enough to see yourself as a villain 


-- The Dark Knight 


The academic consensus [dozens of surveys conducted over 7 decades] is that the top 
5 Presidents are Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt, Washington, Jefferson and Theodore 
Roosevelt. Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States 7 


All of them were exceptional leaders. However, the top two folks - Lincoln and FDR 
had the benefit of dying in the office - at the peak of their careers [talking of 
coincide... (more) 
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Q Christian Winter, Senior Software Architect (2016-present) Q 
Answered Jul 18, 2017 


Related Were cowboys really gay? 


Were cowboys really gay? 


Some undoubtedly were. But probably only as much as the average 5%. It however 
depends a little on if you actually chose to be a cowboy or if you became a cowboy 
because your father was one. If the first there may have been slightly less gay people 
amongst cowboys than in the general population because of the above average 
discrimination against homosexuals in that job. If the second the percentage will have 
been pretty much exactly the same as in the global population. 


You must understand that there always have been 5% of the population who were 
gay, no matter when, no ... (more) 
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Michael Freeny, Retired Clinician and Instructor of mental health practice Q 
Answered Sep 9, 2018 


Related How was homosexuality viewed before the terms “gay” and 
"homosexual" existed, before the 1800's? 


If you are only interested in the terms used to describe same sex behavior , rather the 
activities themselves, ancient Greeks and Romans are a sure bet to have names for 
those roles, as are the many earlier societies all around the world. In many early Native 
American societies if you weren't cut out to be a brave there were many different roles 
you could take. Every collection of people on earth have had to adapt to the needs, 
desires, skills, and rolls of their people. In my view intolerance rarely leads to a 
successful society. 
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hus Nan Waldman, Alive. Thinking. Breathing. Expressing. Q 
Updated Mar 2, 2019 


Related What was the gay scene like during the 70s - 90s? 


| had gay friends at Berkeley. We were all undergrad students. We three would work 
hard all day, attending classes and focusing hard at the library during each hour not 
spent in class. We were all students who had the highest GPA and each of us would 
never consider not giving everything to our studies. 


But to study hard (at that age) we had to play hard. So, at 5 pm, we stopped working 
every day. We showered, and put on our night clothes and eyeliner. One woman. Two 
men. And we then took BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) from Berkeley to San Francisco. 
We usually ate dinner at Hamburger Mary's. 


At that time, South of Market Street was the place where there were all kinds of clubs 
catering to gay men who danced at night -- and | joined them often, dancing by 
myself or with them, or with other dancing people. We danced to Donna Summer, 
singing | Feel Love ©. It was very libidinous. We danced until the bars closed. | feel 
you cannot know or understand what it was like unless you look at this song, see all 
the iterations of it, imagine dancing to her voice. There were other songs we danced 
to. This was an anthem. 


Sometimes my two fellow dancers would bring home someone or two someones from 
a club, and sometimes they wouldn't. If it was too late for me to go home (which 
happened frequently) I'd turn over and go to sleep; the next morning, I'd leave early 
for class. See YouTube's video capture of Donna Summer singing | Feel Love. 


| thought | was in love with one of them. Turns out it didn't work out. Not much of a 
surprise, maybe, but he was and is very special. 


There were all kinds of politics involved in being gay, something | was entirely 
unaware of, but learning about. There was a culture and | was not entirely part of it. 
Some of the people | met were very loose. All were open and wanting to be 
themselves, seeking identity and camaraderie at the same time. There was a growing 
unity and awareness of oppression and discrimination. They teased me. 


One of my friends described above came home and became lovers with my cousin. 
But they didn't get along. 


| nursed my cousin until he died of AIDS in 1990. At the time we were dancing, it was 
known by all kinds of homophobic names: ‘gay man's curse’ among them. Nobody 
would touch, hug or kiss my cousin but nurses wearing gloves and mask -- and me; 
and his HMO wanted him to die in a ward with other men wasting from the same 
disease. He didn't want that, and so | persuaded a group of his friends and his HMO to 
allow us to maintain his IV so it would remain patent at his home. We friends rotated, 
commuted to his home for our shift, and flushed his IV regularly according to the 
schedule we agreed upon; his meds came by taxicab at the HMO's expense (| argued 
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around him. 


| saw one of my old friends again twice. The other died of AIDS too. The one | saw told 
me he is doing well, living with HIV, with a lover in Paris, and they have dogs and a life 
they love. | expressed gladness for him, even though he seemed a little defiant while 
telling me about his life, and he seemed to have no interest in hearing about my life. 
He once told me -- get this! -- that being a straight woman meant remaining isolated 
from the world, divided from it by suburban lawns, and being doomed to dullness, 
occupied with kitchen gadgets. It stung. He didn't forget he had said it. | didn't, either. 


At some point while I was working for Brian Rohan (a music lawyer, part of Rohan & 
Stepanian) -- | don't remember the year or the date -- | saw Harvey Milk talking in the 
Castro District. He was surrounded by people. | didn't have an opportunity to talk with 
him. He was later killed (along with SF Mayor George Moscone) by Dan White, a loco 
SF Supervisor who got a lighter jail sentence because of his now notorious "Twinkie 
Defense." It was a travesty of justice. 


Harvey Milk and all the dancing people | knew changed the world for gay men at that 
time with these very basic and validating ideas: we are all humans, being. And we are 
all equal, with equal rights. At that time, lesbians and people of unknown sexuality 
who did not fit in socially were still being ignored. Now they are known as LGBTQ -- 
but these discriminations, too, began to change as the 1990s rolled around. 
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a Jim Wayne, B.A. from Duke University (1967) Q 
Answered Jul 9, 2019 


Related What were the 1890's known as? 


The decade of the 1890s was generally referred to as the “Gay Nineties” by 
subsequent generations. Europe was the leading continent in power and prestige, and 
for most of the people of Europe, it was a time of peace, rising prosperity, and 
progress. The outlook was happy and optimistic for the most part. 


The word “gay” at that time meant “happy and carefree.” It did not refer to sexual 
orientation; that usage arose later. 


107 views - View 2 upvotes - Answer requested by Cameron Ruddick 


O27 GO 2> cee 


® Add a comment... Add Comment 





T Neil Anderson, Hate Crime officer for 6 years, writer and trainer on Q 
LGBTQI awareness 
Answered Apr 27, 2018 


Related Why are homosexuals called “gay"? Where does the “gay” label 


come from when speaking about homosexuals? 
Originally Answered: Why are homosexuals often called “gay”? 


Gay meaning homosexual has its roots in the male brothels of the C18th in Paris. Here, 
as with similar “molly houses” in London, male prostitutes catered for male clientele. 
The word comes from gai meaning carefree and joyous and was both an insult and a 
self-defining term. 


The word remained a semi-secret into the C20th. It's first mainstream use was in 
Bringing up Baby (1938), when Cary Grant uses it while wearing a dress. 


Those who got the joke knew, while most merely thought it still meant happy. 


Over the 50s and 60s its use became more common by gay men and lesbians as other 
derogatory terms ... (more) 
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Richard Barclay, works at GlaxoSmithKline Q 
Answered Mar 5, 2019 


Related Who were gay in the group Queen? 
Only Freddie Mercury, born Farrokh Bulsara, (Lead Vocals) was gay. 


The other 3 members of the band are all married and have children. 


Brian May (Guitar) married actress Anita Dobson in 2010, he has 3 children from a 


previous marriage to Christine Mullen. 


John Deacon (Bass Guitar) has been married to his wife Veronica Tetzlaff since 1975, 


they have 6 children together. 


Roger Taylor (Drums) married actress Sarina Potgieter in 2010, he has 2 children from 
a previous marriage to Dominique Beyrand and 3 further children with model Debbie 


Leng, who he never married. 
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Answered Jan 4 


Related What was the most LGBT accepting city in the 1990's? 
San Francisco ,Dallas, Minneapolis 
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Related questions 


Why was it called the "Gay" nineties and the "Roaring twentys and why no nicknames 


for other decades? 
Were the "gay nineties" actually a good time to live in US history? 


Why are homosexuals called "gay"? Where does the "gay" label come from when 
speaking about homosexuals? 


Why is the period of 1890s called the naughty nineties? 
How were people of the LGBT community treated in the 90s? 
What was the underground gay scene like in the 1940-1950? 


What were gay bars called before the word "gay" meant "homosexual" (eg. in the 
1950s)? 


What was it like being gay in the late 1990s/early 2000s? 

How did you first know that you're gay? How old were you when you realized it? 
What was the worst part of being gay during the 80s and 90s? 

What were the 1890's known as? 

Why are there so many more gay people today then in the past? 

When did the LGBTQ community begin (formally)? 

For gay people, when did you find out that you are gay? 


Were gay men executed in the past? 


